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Bethesda, April 24, 1950

Dear Mamma,

I waa glad to get your letier on the subject of your
latest trips to westfleld, and learm what the latest news i8
from bhere. 1 haven't spcken tc Fop on the subject since he
retumed, and he went up to Camden today Lo gel Helen's driva's
licencee, ac I won't have an opportunity for a few days to come.
We are having some Fleteher Sehool friends of william in io
dinner on Tuesiay, which wilil keep we busy tomorrow. ihey came
over to dnner Sgturday ni%ht., but we talked about other things,
and that's all 1 ve seen of them since they came bagk. Fop bought
laurence a magnet, some iron shavings, and a book about Babar
the famous little elephant (translated fm m the French, and sply
darliingl!) with the result that Laumnce has been a magnet and
an elephant ever since. 1 ve been hearing about Babar books for
geveral years, but never Zot around to taking up Mra. Howse's
Suggestions about reading them to Laurence. % find them fascine
ating myself.

We have had a quiet social week, butl we did go out to
dinner on Thursday last af the Mills house, and ithzt was very
interesting. We met and talked to former Ambassador and Nra.
Donald Heatlh (who left Bulgerla, as you probably remember, quite
recent ly). A most stimulating evening, talking about the Lold
War in all its aspects. We will gertainly miss the milises when
they go. I think 1 told you he has been transferred to Kklo as
Gounsslilor of Kmbassy. He is going to leave nexi week, bul Frane
cesca, Grandfather, and the girls will stay until summer when
Sheila graduates from High School. The twins will go down ® Rio
and g0 to sheool there next fail, but Shiéla will have tc cowe
back and enter codlexe. The twins are extatic about it, their
mother reports. Shelly is coming back for a few weeks on consule~
tation in June, %o help with the lasl minute packing and to see
thelir dear Shiela gradwate. We have arranged to mave & ¢ wcktall
party for them at that time (JUne 16). I sincerely hope it will
be convenient for you %o have Lraurence down for & week then,

ust as you did last year at the time of our party- but if you
on't think it will be, don't hesitate to coume out W th it and
1'11 make arrangewents with Laura Rowse or something. Flease feel
sbsolutely free to say no, because I realize what an effort it
is to take cars of him, and how 1t restricts your movewents wen
he is threre.

I dm't know what's wrong with the grass seed I put on
at least & month ago~ it doesn't seem to have gerwlinated at all.
We haven't had much rain until the lasi week, but I watered it
a few days after scuttering it on ths lawn, and the woek belae
I had put fertilizer on, tooc. I dn't lmagine the ¢-ld could
have veen bad for ite- at lesst I was under the impression thed
grass liked cold weajher falirly well., It was grod qualliy shady
lawn grass, too. I hope it en't &1l going to flzzle.

I think 1'd better stop now and dssh off a note to
John before the boyel mean elephant- wakee up. I think 1 ought
to invite littls Leslyn down for a week, to balance reedee's
trip here, The only hiteh 1s the transporiation, but maybe we
gen work that oul somehow.
Love,
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